The Year Was 1959…







Krushchev visits the United States
Castro rises to power in Cuba
NASA selects the first Mercury Astronauts
IBM sells it’s first transistorized mainframe computer
Etch a Sketch was invented
Remember these prices: Gallon of gas was $0.28, eggs were $0.58 per dozen, a postage
stamp was $0.04 and an ounce of gold was $35.10
 Movie of the year was Ben Hur; Record of the year was Mac the Knife by Bobby Darin
 TV: Candid Camera, Bandstand, Lassie, Real McCoy’s and Wagon Train

In 1959…
 The Corvette cost $3875 It weighed 2912 lbs and 9670 Corvettes were produced
 A tachometer, outside rearview mirror, seat belts, dual exhaust and electric clock were
among the standard features.
 Sun visors became optional
 A 250-hp fuel injected 1959 Corvette with the 3.70:1 rear axle could go from 0-to-60 mph
in 7.8 seconds.
 It did the quarter mile in 15.7 seconds at 90 mph and had a top speed of 120 mph
 A 290-hp fuel-injected Corvette with the 4.11 rear axle could go from 0-to-60 mph in 6.8
seconds; from 0-to-100 mph in 15.5 seconds
 It did the quarter mile in 14.9 seconds at 96 mph and had a top speed of 124 mph.
 Road & Track described the 1959 Corvette as "a pretty package with all the speed you
need and then some."
 Some Options Included: Signal-seeking AM radio cost $149.80
 6.70 x 15 White sidewall tires were would be an extra $31.55
 Electric power windows were listed for $59.20

1959

The Year Was 1960…












Soviets shoot down US U2 spy plane
Cassius Clay wins Gold Medal at Olympics in Rome
USDA approves birth control pills
Arnold Palmer wins $17,500 as winner of the Master
First successful kidney transplant is performed
$165,000 in 1960 has the buying power of $1,000,000 in 2000
Chevrolet Impala is best selling Car of the Year
Ad campaign “Silly rabbit, Trix are for Kids!” is introduced
Songs: ‘It’s Now or Never” by Elvis, “The Twist” by Chubby Checker
Movies: Psycho, Magnificent Seven, Blue Hawaii and West Side Story
“Family Circus” is created

In 1960…












The Corvette cost $3872 It weighed 2840 lbs and 10,261 Corvettes were produced
The 1960 Corvette looked very much like the 1959 model.
A new rear suspension sway bar improved the car's handling
Aluminum cylinder heads and an aluminum radiator were introduced, but later withdrawn.
The majority of 1960 Corvettes, 50.1 percent, were sold with a detachable hardtop.
51.9 percent of Corvettes sold had a four-speed manual transmission.
A 1960 Corvette with the 283-cid 230-hp V-8 could go from 0-to-60 in 8.4 seconds and
did the quarter mile in 16.1 seconds at 89 mph.
The Route 66 television series, featuring Martin Milner and George Maharis driving their
1960 Corvette across the country on the "Mother Road" debuted this season.
Power-operated folding top mechanism was $139.90
Metallic brakes were $26.90
Five 6.70 x 15 Nylon tires cost $15.75

1960

The Year Was 1961…
 First men in space: Yuri Gagarin from Soviet Union and Alan Shepard for the United
States
 Berlin Wall is constructed
 US sends 15,000 troops to Vietnam
 First “In Flight” movies are shown on planes
 There are over 200 McDonald’s Drive-ins in the US
 87% of homes have one or more black and white TVs
 Average income is $5, 457 and the minimum wage is $1.15
 Songs: “Big Bad John” by Jimmy Dean, “Are You Lonesome Tonight?” by Elvis and “Run A
Round Sue” by Dion

 TV: Beverly Hillbillies, Twilight Zone, ‘Tonight Show’ with Jonny Carson and Dick Van Dyke Show

 Mickey Mantle is highest paid base ball player at $75,000 while Roger Maris hits 61
homers
In 1961…

 The Corvette cost $3934 It weighed 2840 lbs and 10,939 Corvettes were produced
 A refined, thin, vertical and horizontal bar grille and duck-tail rear end treatment with four
cylindrical taillights quickly set the new 1961 Corvette apart from its predecessor.
 This design was a predecessor to the Sting Ray coming in 1963 and added more space to
the Corvette's trunk.
 The rear emblem had a spun silver background with the crossed flags over a "V" design
and the words "Chevrolet Corvette."
 The exhaust now exited under the car, rather than through bumper ports.
 This was the last year wide whitewall tires were available.
 It did the quarter mile in 15.5 seconds at 106 mph and had a maximum speed of 140
mph
 V-8 283-cid 315-hp fuel-injection engine cost $484.20
 Powerglide automatic transmission was $199.10

1961

The Year Was 1962…









Cuban Missile Crisis occurs
John Glenn first man to orbit Earth
Beatles produce first album in England
Marilyn Monroe found dead in Los Angles
Supreme Court says “NO” to prayer in schools
600ft Space Needle is center of Seattle’s Worlds Fair
Ad campaign “Things Go Better With Coke” launched
Songs: “Wolverton Mountain” by Claude King, “Roses are Red” by Bobby Vinton, “Soldier
Boy” by The Shirelles and “I Left My Heart in San Francisco” by Tony Bennett

 Movies: “The Birds”, “To Kill a Mocking Bird”, “Hud”, “Miracle Worker” and “It’s a Mad, Mad
World”

 TV: “Ben Casey”, “Dr. Kildare”, “The Flintstones”, “Petti Coat Junction” and “Patty Duke”
In 1962…
 The Corvette cost $4038 It weighed 2925 lbs and 14,531 Corvettes were produced
 The most noticeable changes for 1962 were the removal of the side cover chrome trim, a
blacked-out grille and ribbed chrome rocker panel molding.
 For the first time since 1955 Corvettes were offered in solid colors only.
 Standard features included:
 Wheels were available in Black, Beige, Red, Silver, or Maroon.
 A 1962 Corvette with a 327-cid 360-hp fuel-injected V-8 and the 3.70:1 rear axle could
go from 0-to-30 mph in 2.5 seconds; from 0-to-60 mph in 5.9 seconds and from 0-to-100
mph in 13.5 seconds.
 It did the quarter mile in 4.5 seconds at 104 mph and had an estimated maximum speed
of 150 mph
 Heavy-duty brakes and suspension were $333.60
 Power-operated folding top mechanism was an extra $161.40
 Auxiliary hardtop cost $236.75

1962

The Year Was 1963…










Tens of thousands join the Civil Rights march on Washington
Soviet missiles leave Cuba
JFK assassinated in Dallas
Martin Luther King Jr is “Time Magazine” Person of the Year
Patsy Cline killed in a small plane crash
“Ronald McDonald”, Ajax’s “White Knight” and “Cap’n Crunch” are created
“Hey Culligan Man”
Songs: “I Want to Hold Your Hand” by the Beatles, “Surf’n USA” by Beach Boys
Movies: “Goldfinger, “Marry Poppins”, “My Fair Lady and “Charade”

In 1963...
 The Corvette Convertible cost $4037 It weighed 2881 lbs and 10,919 Corvettes were
produced
 The Corvette Sting Ray evolved from a racing car called the Mitchell Sting Ray.
 The Corvette received major restyling in 1963 including a divided rear window for a new
"split-window" fastback coupe.
 The twin side-by-side headlights were hidden in an electrically-operated panel
 This was more then a styling gimmick, as it added to the car's basic aerodynamic design.
 The interior had circular gauges with black faces.
 Larry Shinoda came up with the "split-window" coupe design which William L. Mitchell
loved although Zora Arkus-Duntov was against its vision-blocking look
 Corvette "firsts" for 1963 included optional knock-off wheels, air conditioning, and leather
upholstery
 Air conditioning was a rare option in 1963 because it was introduced late in the year.
 The 184-powered Corvette could go from 0-to-60 mph in 5.9 seconds and from 0-to-100
mph in 16.5 seconds. Five historic Corvette Grand Sports were constructed in 1963 before
all GM racing programs were canceled.

1963

The Year Was 1964…












Krushchev is deposed
Congress approves Gulf of Tonkin Resolution
Martin Luther King Jr wins Nobel Peace Prize
Stamps are $0.05
Beatles appear in Ed Sullivan
Songs: “Dang Me” by Roger Miller
Movies: “Dr Strangelove” and “Zorba the Greek”
TV: “Payton Place” premiers
Ford introduces the Mustang
Toys: Play Doh, GI Joe and Password
First year of the Kennedy Half Dollar

In 1964…
 The Corvette Convertible cost $4037 and 13,925 were produced while the Coupe cost
$4252 and 8,304 were produced
 The previous year's distinctive rear window divider was replaced by a solid piece of glass.
 The fake hood vents were eliminated and the roof vents were restyled.
 A three-speed fan was available in the coupe to aid in ventilation.
 All were available with a Black, White, or Beige soft top.
 Only 3.2 percent of 1964 Corvettes were sold with the standard three-speed manual
transmission.
 An L84-powered 1964 Corvette could go from 0-to-60 mph in 6.3 seconds and from 0-to100 mph in 14.7 seconds.
 It had a top speed of 138 mph.
 Genuine leather seat trim $80
 Sebring Silver exterior paint $80.70
 Soft-Ray tinted glass, all windows $16.15
 36-gallon fuel tank for coupe only$202.30

1964

The Year Was 1965…










The first US Combat Troops arrive in Viet Nam, by end of year 190,000 are in Viet Nam
Martin Luther King marches to Montgomery
LVJ signs Medicare Bill
Federal debt is $322.3 Billion
Cassius Clay KO’s Sonny Liston
Chevy Impala is best selling car of the year
TV shows: The Fugitive, Big Valley and I Spy
Movies: Sound of Music, Dr. Zhivago and Cat Ballou
Music: Ballad of the Green Beret, King of the Road and May the Bird of Paradise Fly Up
Your Nose

In 1965…
 The Corvette Convertible cost $3212 and 15,376 were produced while the Coupe cost
$3947 and 8,186 were produced
 Inside the car the instruments were changed to a flat-dial, straight-needle design with an
aircraft-type influence.
 The seats had improved support and one-piece molded inside door panels were
introduced.
 Standard equipment included: tachometer; safety belts; heater and defroster; windshield
washer; outside rearview mirror; dual exhaust; electric clock; carpeting; manuallyoperated top (convertible) and sun visors.
 A four-wheel disc-brake system was standard, although drum brakes could be substituted
for a $64.50 credit.
 Most 1965 Corvettes (89.6 percent) were sold with a four-speed manual transmission
 An L78-powered 1965 Corvette could go from 0-to-60 mph in 5.7 seconds; from 0-to-100
mph in 13.4 seconds.
 Heater and defroster deletion $100 credit
 Special 3.08:1 "highway" ratio rear axle $2.20

1965

The Year Was 1966…











Us bombs Hanoi and Haiphong
Insulin first synthesized in China
Walt Disney dies
Vince Lombardi wins third Super Bowl
Gemini docks in space
Pontiac GTO debuts
TV: The Monkees, Mission Impossible, Get Smart and the Lucy Show
Movies: A Man for All Seasons, Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf and Alphie
First Star Trek episode aired
Ronald Regan elected Governor of California

In 1966…
 The Corvette Convertible cost $4084 and 17,762 were produced while the Coupe cost
$4295 and 9,958 produced
 A plated, cast-metal grille with an "egg crate" insert
 Ribbed rocker panel moldings
 Chrome-plated exhaust bezels
 Spoke-style wheel covers
 A vinyl covered headliner
 The elimination of roof vents
 Inside, the seats had an extra amount of pleats
 Corvettes equipped with the new 427-cid V-8 came with a power-bulge hood
 20.2 percent had power steering
 Headrests were an extra $42.15
 Shoulder harness cost $26.35
 Air conditioning cost a fortune, $412.90

1966

The Year Was 1967…









Six Day War between Israel and Arab Forces
Thurgood Marshall first black Supreme Court Justice
Astronauts Virgil Grissom, Edward White and Roger Chaffee were killed in test launch fire
First human heart transplant by Christiaan Barnard
Congressional pay is 3.8 times the median family income
Games: Twister and Battle Ship introduced
Movies: The Graduate, Bonnie and Clyde, Cool Hand Luke and In the Heat of the Night
Song of the year: Michelle by the Beatles

In 1967…
 The Corvette Convertible cost $4141 and 14,436 were produced while the Coupe cost
$4353 and 8,504 were produced
 Four-way flashers, directional signals with a lane-change function, larger interior vent
ports and folding seat-back latches were all new.
 At the rear there were now dual round taillights on each side (instead of a taillight and
optional back-up light)
 The twin back-up lights were now mounted in the center of the rear panel, above the
license plate.
 The optional finned aluminum wheels were changed in design and had a one-year-only,
non-knock-off center.
 A total of 216 cars with the L88 option were sold in 1967-1969
 A 327-cid 300 hp V-8-powered Corvette of this vintage would go from 0-to-60 mph in 7.8
seconds; from 0-to-100 mph in 23.1 seconds
 The 1967 Corvette is considered the most refined of the original Sting Ray models of
1963-1967.
 Aluminum cylinder heads for would cost $368.65
 Special cast-aluminum knock-off wheels only cost $263.30
 Speed-warning indicator cost $10.55

1967

The Year Was 1968…










North Korea seizes the US Navy ship Pueblo
North Viet Namese launches the Tet Offensive
Martin Luther King and Robert F. Kennedy are assassinated
Federal debt is 368.7 Billion
Stamps cost $06
Bob Beamon Long Jumps 29’2.5” at the Summer Olympics in Mexico City
60 Minutes airs on CBS
Apollo 8 orbits the moon
“Hair” opens on Broadway

In 1968…
 The Corvette Convertible cost $4347 and 18,630 were produced while the Coupe cost
$4663 and 9,936 were produced
 The sales brochure read, "Corvette '68... all different all over"
 It featured a removable back window and a two-piece detachable roof section or T-top.
 The convertible's optional hardtop had a glass rear window.
 The wipers also disappeared when not in use.
 Conventional door handles were eliminated and in their place were push buttons.
 The L79-powered Corvette of this year could go from 0-to-60 mph in 7.7 seconds and
from 0-to-100 mph in 20.7 seconds.
 The L71-powered Corvette of this year could go from 0-to-30 in 3.0 seconds; from 0-to5O in 5.3 seconds and from 0-to-60 in 6.5 seconds.
 It did the quarter mile in 13.41 seconds at 109.5mph.
 Top speed (L71) was 142 mph.
 Stereo radio would cost you $278.10
 Vinyl cover for auxiliary hardtop cost $52.70
 Alarm system was $26.35

1968

The Year Was 1969…










Richard Nixon becomes 37th President and Muammar al-Qaddafi becomes ruler of Libya
Edward Kennedy involved in crash in Chappaquiddick, MA
Apollo 11, Neil Armstrong, Ed Aldrin take first walk on moon on July 20th
Woodstock Rockfest last four days in New York
FCC bans all cigarette advertising on TV and Radio
Sesame Street debuts on PBS
First “In vitor” fertilization of human egg in England
DDT is banned in residential areas
Songs: Galveston by Glenn Campbell, Mrs Robinson by Simon and Garfunkel and
Suspicious Minds by Elvis

In 1969…
 The Corvette Coupe cost $4763 and 22,129 were produced while the Convertible cost
$4420 and 16,633 were produced
 After a year's absence, the Stingray name (now spelled as one word) reappeared on the
front fenders.
 The back-up lights were integrated into the center taillights.
 The ignition was now on the steering column and the door depression button used in 1968
was eliminated. (A key lock was put in its place.)
 Front and rear disc brakes, headlight washers, center console, wheel trim rings, carpeting,
and all-vinyl upholstery were standard.
 Rear window defroster listed for $32.65
 Engine block heater would cost $10.55
 Tilt-telescopic steering wheel cost you $84.30
 Red stripe nylon tires, F70 x 15 cost $31.30

1969

The Year Was 1970…










US Troops invade Cambodia
Four students killed by National Guard at Kent State
IBM introduces the floppy disc
Barcodes are introduced in England
LCD is invented by Hoffman-LaRoche in Switzerland
Jancie Joplin and Jimi Hendrix both OD at age 27
Monday Night Football debuts with Howard Cosell, Frank Gifford and Don Meredith
Median household income is $8,734 and Life expectancy is 70.8 years
Movies: Patton and Midnight Cowboy

In 1970…
 The Corvette Coupe cost $5192 and 10,668 were produced while the Convertible cost
$4849 and 6,648 were produced
 A new ice-cube-tray design grille and matching side fender louvers, rectangular, amber
front signal lights, fender flares, square exhaust exists, improved bucket seats and safety
belt retractor containers all were new
 ZR1 Options became available
 Corvette built only one car with the LS7 engine. GM cancelled the option even though the
LS7 option is listed in some early 1970 sales literature. None were ever sold.
 A 1970 Corvette with the L56 engine could do 0-to-60 mph in seven seconds and go from
0-to-100 mph in 14 seconds
 A 1970 Corvette with the LT1 engine could do 0-to-30 mph in 2.5 seconds, 0-to-60 mph
in 5.7 seconds and go from 0-to-100 mph in 13.5 seconds
 A 1970 Corvette with the LT1 engine could do the quarter mile in 14.17 seconds at 102.15
and had a top speed of 122 mph
 Custom interior trim listed for $158
 F70 x 15, raised-white-letter tires cost $33.15
 AM-FM radio cost you $172.75 but the Stereo radio was another $278.10

1970

The Year Was 1971…











Idi Amin seizes power in Uganda
President Nixon ends trade embargo against China
Supreme Court declares “busing to gain racial desegregation” is allowable
Voting age lowered to 18
Intel introduces the microprocessor
Mariner IX orbiting Mars takes pictures of planets surface
Dennis Gabor, UK, invents holographic method of 3 dimensional imagery
Stamp cost $.08
All In the Family debuts on CBS
Movies: French Connection, the Last Picture Show and Fiddler on the Roof

In 1971…
 The Corvette Coupe cost $5536 and 14,680 were produced while the Convertible cost
$5299 and 7,121 were produced
 The 1971 Corvette was almost identical to the 1970 model
 The major changes involved a new resin process that was to improve the body and a
different interior
 The engine compression ratios were lowered to allow lower octane fuel

 A 1971 Corvette with the L48 engine could do 0-to-60 mph in 7.1 seconds and go from 0-to-100
mph in 19.8 seconds and do the standing-start quarter mile in 15.5 seconds at 90.36 mph
 A 1971 Corvette with the LS6 engine and 3.36:1 rear axle was tested by Car and Driver in June
1971. It could do 0-to-60 mph in 5.3 seconds, 0-to-80 mph in 8.5 seconds, and 0-to-100 mph in
12.7 seconds
 A 1971 Corvette with the LT1 engine, M-21 transmission, and 3.70:1 rear axle was also tested
by Car and Driver in 1971 and it could do 0-to-60 mph in 6.0 sec, and 0-to-100 mph in 14.5 sec.
It also did the quarter mile in 14.57 seconds at 100.55 mph and its speed was 137 mph.

 Vinyl cover for auxiliary hardtop listed for $63
 Rear window defroster cost you $42
 Custom Wheel covers were $63

1971

The Year Was 1972…










Email was introduced, Compact Disc developed and Atari releases arcade version of Pong
Prozac is developed and the CAT Scan is developed in England
President Nixon visits China and later orders the “Christmas” bombing of North Viet Nam
11 Israeli athletes are killed by terrorists at Olympic Games
Dan Gable wins Gold in Wrestling and Mark Spitz seven metals in swimming
George Wallace is shot by Arthur Bremer
Median household income is $9, 697
HBO debuts first pay cable network
Movies: The Godfather and Deliverance

In 1972…
 The Corvette Coupe cost $5533 and 20,496 were produced while the Convertible cost
$5296 and 6,508 were produced
 Standard equipment included Positraction rear axle, outside rearview mirror, tinted glass,
flo-thru ventilation system, four-wheel disc brakes, electric clock, carpeting, wheel trim
rings, All-vinyl upholstery and anti-theft alarm system
 A 1972 Corvette with the base ZQ3 V-8 could do 0-to-30 mph in 3.1 seconds, 0-60 mph
in 8.5 seconds and the quarter mile in 15.2 seconds at 83 mph.
 A 1972 Corvette with the LT1 V-8 could do 0-to-30 mph in 2.9 seconds, 0-60 mph in 6.9
seconds and the quarter mile in 14.3 seconds at 92 mph.
 A 1972 Corvette with the LS5 V-8 could do 0-to-30 mph in 3.8 seconds, 0-60 mph in 6.8
seconds and the quarter mile in 14.1 seconds at 93 mph.
 Even though the horsepower rating were lower (e.g., the 1971 LT1 was rated at 330 hp,
but the 1972 LT1 was rated at 255 hp), the performance was the same. In 1971 and
previous years, the horsepower rating was a gross figure calculated before adding any
equipment (alternator, pumps, fans, etc.). But across the industry (not just GM), the
ratings were calculated on a net figure. Many people incorrectly attributed the decrease to
pollution equipment and the use of unleaded gasoline.

1972

The Year Was 1973…











Cease fire is signed ending involvement of Ground Troops in Viet Nam
US bombing of Cambodia ends
Nobel Peace Prize to Henry Kissinger
Spiro T Agnew resigns as Vice President
US Supreme Court rules on Roe vs Wade
Federal debt is $466.3 billion
Skylab, first US Space Station is launched May 14
Kentucky Derby Champ is Secretariat
Deaths: Betty Grable, Pablo Picasso and Lyndon B Johnson
Movies: American Graffitti, The Exorcists, The Sting and Last Tango in Paris

In 1973…
 The Corvette Coupe cost $5921 and 25,521 were produced while the Convertible cost
$5685 and 4,943 were produced
 There were rumours that a mid-engine Corvette would be introduced for 1973, but
nothing that radical appeared
 Major changes for 1973 involved a new domed hood, body-color urethane plastic front
bumper, a fixed rear window which added a little more trunk space, a new coolantrecovery system, new chassis mounts, steel-guard-beam doors, the "egg-crate" front
fender side vents of the 1971-72 models were replaced with non-trimmed air-duct types,
radial tires and increase of sound-deadening material
 70.8% of 1973 Corvettes had air conditioning
 91.5% had power steering
 79.3% had power brakes
 46% had power windows
 The 1973 Corvette was the only Vette that combined the new soft body-color front end
with chrome rear bumpers.

1973

The Year Was 1974…










President Nixon meets Leonid Brezhnev in Moscow to discuss nuclear disarmament
India test an atomic device
Nixon resigns, Gerald Ford sworn in as President and pardons Nixon
Stamps cost $.10
People Magazine debuts with Mia Farrow on the cover
Mickhail Baryshnikov defects to the US from Russia
Stephen King publishes “Carrie”
Deaths: Bud Abbott, Dizzy Dean, Duke Ellington, Charles Lindbergh and Ed Sullivan
Music: I Will Always Love You by Dolly Parton and The Streak by Ray Stevens

In 1974…
 The Corvette Coupe cost $6002 and 32,028 were produced while the Convertible cost
$5766 and 5,474 were produced
 Major changes for 1974 involved a restyled, sloping rear end, elimination of the
conventional rear bumper and replaced by a body-color urethane bumper, The new rear
end eliminated the last vestiges of the long-lived rear-deck-lid spoiler and replaced it with
a smooth-surfaced rear deck and a body-colored resilient urethane extension covering the
actual rear bumper and including the circular taillights, The new rear end met federal
energy-absorbing standards, It added 30 pounds to the weight of the Corvette, The rear
cap section was of a two-piece design for 1974, but was changed to a one-piece design
with a pair of fake bumperettes molded in for 1975 and The increased weight of the rear
end cap necessitated minor suspension changes such as revised front and rear sprig
rates.
 A new optional "Gymkhana" suspension featured, a 0.9375-inch (23.8 mm) diameter front
stabilizer bar, heavier-duty front suspension bushings, front springs with a 550 lb/in
rating and rear springs with a 304 lb/in rating

1974

The Year Was 1975…












Saigon is surrendered, Americans evacuated
Apollo and Soyuz spacecrafts hook up in space
President Ford escapes assignation attempt
Zora Arkus-Duntov resigns from Chevrolet
Home video systems are developed in Japan, Sony – Batamax and Matsushita – VHS]
The Altair home computer kit allows consumers to build and program their own PC’s
Median household income is $11,800
Stamp $.13
Saturday Night Live premiers with George Carlin as host
Movies: Jaws, One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest and Dog Day Afternoon
Songs: Convoy with C.W. McCall and Thank God I’m a Country Boy

In 1975…
 The Corvette Coupe cost $6810 and 33,836 were produced while the Convertible cost
$6550 and 4,629 were produced
 Major changes for 1975 involved improved bumpers which looked the same, a catalytic
converter, a new High-Energy ignition, and the speedometer included kilometers-perhour. In the USA, mph was the dominant display with km/hr in smaller characters and the
odometer registering miles. In Canada, the reverse was true, this was the last year for
the Corvette convertible
 The 454-cid engine was dropped this year in all Corvettes
 Car and Driver tested a 1975 and found that it did the quarter-mile in 16.1 seconds and
did 0-to-60 in 7.7 seconds with a top speed of 129 mph
 Robert D. Lund became Chevrolet general manager
 David R. McLellan became the chief engineer.

1975

The Year Was 1976…











Nation Celebrates Bicentennial on July 4th
Legionnaire Disease strikes in Philadelphia claiming 29 lives
Jimmy Carter elected President
US Navy tests Tomahawk Cruise Missile
Alex Haley publishes Roots
Bruce Jenner wins Gold in Decathlon while Nadia Comaneci scores 7 perfect 10’s
Boxing Gold Medals to: Leon Spinks, Michael Spinks and Sugar Ray Leonard
Movies: Rocky, Taxi Driver, Network and All the President’s Men
Songs: Good Hearted Woman by Waylon Jennings and Willie Nelson

In 1976…
 The Corvette Coupe cost $7605 and 46,558 were produced
 Corvette was advertised as "America's only true production sports car."
 Two V-8s were offered this year the L48 (base engine) had 180 hp (up 9% from 1975)
and the L82 (optional engine) produced 120 hp. It had special heads with larger valves,
impact-extruded pistons, and finned aluminum rocker covers
 The standard V-8 was linked to a lighter automatic transmission: the Turbo Hydra-Matic
350, which was supposed to improve shifting at wide-open throttle.
 The optional V-8 kept the Turbo Hydra-Matic 400, but with a revised torque converter
 A new Carburetor Outside Air Induction system moved intake from the cowl to above the
radiator.
 The convertible was dropped this year, so only the Stingray coupe remained.
 It had the removable roof panels.
 A partial steel underbody replaced the customary fiberglass, to add strength and improve
shielding from exhaust system heat.
 A new one-piece bar Corvette nameplate was on the rear, between twin-unit tail lamps
(which were inset in the bumper cover).

1976

The Year Was 1977…











President Carter pardons “Draft Evaders”
Scientists use bacteria in lab to create insulin
Median household income was $13,572
Elvis Presley performs last concert in Indianapolis and passes away at Graceland at age 42
The Neutron Bomb is developed
Space Shuttle Enterprise makes first test glide from back of 747
Kentucky Derby winner was Seattle Slew
Deaths: Charlie Chaplin, Bing Crosby and Groucho Marx
Movies: Saturday Night Fever, Star Wars, Annie Hall and Close Encounters of the Third Kind
Music: Lucille by Kenny Rogers

In 1977…













The Corvette Coupe cost $8648 and 49,213 were produced
New crossed-flags emblems stood between the headlamps and on the fuel filler door.
A thinner blacked-out pillar gave the windshield and side glass a more integrated look.
The console was restyled in an aircraft-type cluster design, with individual-look gauges.
A voltmeter replaced the former ammeter.
"Door ajar" and "headlamp up" warning lights were abandoned.
New heater/air conditioning controls, an ashtray, and a lighter were on the horizontal
surface.
Power window switches moved to the new console.
The manual shift lever was almost an inch higher, with shorter travel.
Automatic transmission levers added a pointer and both manual and automatic shifters
added a new black leather boot.
A shorter steering column held a multi-function control lever.
New options included an AM/FM stereo radio with tape player and cruise control

1977

The Year Was 1978…











Pope Paul VI dies, new Pope John Paul I dies and is succeeded by Pope John II of Poland
Camp David peace treaty is signed by Anwar Sedat and Menachem Begin
Jim Jones followers commit mass suicide at Jonestown, Guyana
Sony introduces the walkman
Balloon angioplasty is developed to treat coronary heart disease
Louise Brown, first test tube baby is born in England
Recombinant DNA is used to produce insulin
Life expectancy is 73.5 years
Music: Hotel California by the Eagles and Take This Job and Shove It by Johnny Paycheck
Movies: The Deer Hunter, Mid Night Express, Heaven Can Wait and Coming Home

In 1978…
 The Corvette Coupe cost $9446 and 40,274 were produced
 To mark Corvette's 25th anniversary, the 1978 model received a major aerodynamic
restyling with large wraparound back window and a fastback roofline.
 New tinted glass lift-out roof panels were wired into the standard anti-theft system.
 Indy Package: For a considerably higher price, buyers could have the Limited Edition
replica of the Indy Pace Car with distinctive black-over-silver paint and red accent
striping.
 Equipment in this "Indy Package" (RPO code Z78) included a special silver interior with
new lightweight high-back seats, special front and rear spoilers, P255/60R1 5 white-letter
tires on alloy wheels and lift-off glass canopy roof panels.
 The Indy Pace Car package's content included nearly all Corvette options, plus special
decals (unless the customer specified that they be omitted).
 Upholstery was silver leather or leather with smoke gray cloth inserts.
 A production run of 2,500 was planned, but so many potential buyers who saw it at the
New York Auto Show in February wanted one that the goal quickly expanded to 6,500 or
roughly one for every Chevrolet dealer.

1978

The Year Was 1979…











Shah leaves Iran, Ayatollah Khomeini takes over and Embassy is taken US hostages held
Soviets invade Afghanistan
Three Mile Island releases radiation
Median household income $16,461
Stamps are $.15
Tom Wolfe published “The Right Stuff”
First rap hit “Rappers Delight” by Sugar Hill Gang
Deaths: John Wayne and Nelson Rockefeller
Movies: Apocalypse Now, All That Jazz, Electric Horseman and Kramer vs Kramer
Music: Just the Way You Are by Billy Joel and Every Which Way But Loose by Eddie Rabbit

In 1979…
 The Corvette Coupe cost $10,220 and 53,807 were produced
 Under the hood, the base engine received the dual-snorkel air intake introduced in 1978
for the optional L82 V-8, which added 10 horsepower.
 The L82 V-8 had a higher-lift cam, special heads with larger valves and higher
compression, impact-extruded pistons, a forged steel crankshaft, and finned aluminum
rocker covers.
 The "Y" pipe exhaust system had new open-flow mufflers, while the automatic
transmission received a higher numerical (3.55:1) rear axle ratio.
 Standard equipment included the L48 V-8 with four-barrel carburetor, either automatic
transmission or a four-speed manual gear box (close-ratio version available), power fourwheel disc brakes and limited-slip differential.
 AM-FM Stereo Radio with CB system and power antenna was only $439
 Trailering package would cost $98
 Sport Mirrors are $45

1979

The Year Was 1980…











Ronald Regan elected President
Iran hostage rescue attempt fails
John Lennon shot dead in New York City
Ted Turner launches CNN
Life expectancy 73.7
Federal Debt is 909.1 Billion
Voyager I reaches Saturn
Deaths: Alfred Hitchcock, Jesse Owens and Mae West
Movies: Raging Bull, Coal Miners Daughter, Urban Cowboy and Elephant Man
Music: What a Fool Believes by Doobie Brothers and He Stopped Loving Her Today George
Jones

In 1980…







The Corvette Coupe cost $13,140 and 40,614 were produced
The 1980 Corvette was more streamlined and lost close to 250 pounds.
The body panels were urethane-coated.
The dashboard carried a new 85-mph speedometer.
Front fender air vents contained functional black louvers.
New standard equipment this year included formerly-optional power windows, a tilttelescopic steering wheel, and Four Season air conditioning.
 Rally wheels held P225/70R-15/B blackwall SBR tires with trim rings and center caps.
 Gymkhana suspension listed for $49
 Dual Rear Speakers cost $52

1980

The Year Was 1981…











Fifty two US hostages captive in Iran are released
Pope John Paul II and President Regan are victims of assassination attempts
Egyptian President Anwar Sadat is assassinated
Sandra Day O’Conner is first woman on the US Supreme Court
Air Controllers strike and are fired by US Government
AIDS is first identified
IBM introduces its first personal computer running MS-DOS
MTV is introduced with 24/7 music videos
PAC MAN video game sweeps the country
Movies: Raiders of the Lost Ark, On Golden Pond and Chariots of Fire

In 1981…
 The Corvette Coupe cost $15,248 and 40,606 were produced
 The engine air cleaner had a new chromed cover.
 A new Computer Command Control system controlled fuel metering, as well as the torque
converter lock-up clutch that operated in second and third gears.
 Manual transmission was available in all 50 states.
 It was the first time in several years that buyers of Corvettes sold in California could order
a stick shift.
 A quartz crystal clock was now standard.
 The Corvette's standard anti-theft alarm added a starter-interrupt device.
 Joining the option list was a six-way power seat.
 Electronic-tuning radios could have built-in cassette or 8-track tape players or a CB
transceiver.
 Bowling Green Assembly opens and produces 8,995 Corvettes
 Two-tone paint$399

1981

The Year Was 1982…










Princess Grace dies in car wreck in Monaco
Alexander Haig resigns as Secretary of State
Stamps cost $.20, Median Income is $20,171 and Federal Debt is $1,137.3 Billion
Michael Jackson releases album “Thriller”
John Belushi dies of drug overdose
A permanent heart is implanted into Barney Clark
Space Shuttle Columbia makes first mission
Movies: ET, Tootsie, Ghandi and The Verdict
Songs: Betty Davis Eyes by Kim Carnes and She Got the Gold Mine, I Got the Shaft by
Jerry Reed
 Cats opens on Broadway

In 1982…





The Corvette Coupe cost $18,290 and 18,648 were produced
For the first time since 1955, no stick shift Corvettes were produced.
This was the first fuel-injected Corvette in nearly two decades.
Its unique Silver-Beige metallic paint was accented by pin stripes and a "fading shadow"
treatment on hood, fenders and doors ... plus distinctive cloisonne emblems.
 The Collector Edition earned the dubious distinction of being the first Corvette to cost
more than $20,000.
 The Collector Edition was built to order, rather than according to a predetermined
schedule.
 The special VIN plates were used to prevent swindlers from turning an ordinary Corvette
into a special edition (which had happened all too often with 1978 Indy Pace Car replicas).

1982

The Year Was 1983…










Terrorists explosion kill 237 US Marines in Beirut
US Invades Granada
Challenger II makes maiden voyage and 1st US space walk in 9 years
Sally Ride is first female astronaut in space
Introduction of Compact Disc cause vinyl record sales to decline
Motorola given OK to test Cellular Phone Service in Chicago
El Nino disrupts global weather patterns
125 million viewers watch the last episode of M*A*S*H*
Movies: The Big Chill, Terms of Endearment and The Right Stuff

In 1983…
No 1983 Corvettes were sold. Quality and production problems had delayed introduction of the
new C4 generation so 1983 was passed over. Forty four 1983 cars were assembled. Some
were used to sort out production details while others were assigned to engineering evaluation
and crash testing. A few were part of a press introduction at Riverside Raceway in California,
December 1982.
Forty three of the forty four 1983 C4 Corvettes were destroyed. The one remaining car,
number 23 (white), was retired to the National Corvette Museum in Bowling Green KY where it
is now on display. It is still owned by GM.

1983

The Year Was 1984…










President Regan orders US Marines withdrawn from Beirut
Soviet Union boycotts the Summer Olympic Games in US
India PM Indira Ghandi assassinated
Union Carbide gas leaks in Bhopal, India cause 2,000 deaths and injures 150,000
Ma Bell is broken up
President Regan is re-elected
Federal debt is $1564.7 Billion
Cosby show debuts on TV
Apple introduces the “user friendly” MacIntosh personal computer

In 1984…
 The eagerly-awaited sixth-generation Corvette for the '80s missed the 1983 model year
completely, but arrived for the 1984 model year in an all-new form.
 The Corvette Coupe cost $21,800 and 51,547 were produced
 A one-piece, full-width fiberglass roof (no T-bar) was removable.
 It had a transparent, acrylic lift-off panel with a solar screen optional.
 Hidden headlamps were featured, along with clear, integrated halogen fog lamps and
front cornering lamps.
 The dual sport mirrors were electrically remote controlled.
 At the driver's left was the parking brake.
 Car and Driver called the new Corvette "the most advanced production car on the planet."
 Motor Trend described it as "the best-handling production car in the world, regardless of
price."
 Heady praise indeed.
 During its year-and-a-half model run, orders poured in well ahead of schedule, even
though the new edition cost over $5,000 more than the 1982 version.

1984

The Year Was 1985…











Mikhail Gorbachev is new Soviet leader
Two Shiite gunman capture TWA airliner with 133 aboard including 104 Americans
PLO terrorists hijack the Achille Lauro Italian cruise ship
Desktop publishing becomes popular with laser printers and computers
Live Aid concerts are held to benefit African Famine victims
Rock Hudson dies of AIDS at age 59
Madonna launches her first tour
Coca Cola launches “new Coke” but quickly backtracks to “Classic Coke”
Hole in the Ozone Layer is discovered
Music: What’s Love Got to do With It? by Tina Turner

In 1985…
 The Corvette Coupe cost $21,800 and 51,547 were produced
 Electronic Spark Control (ESC) sensed knocking and adjusted timing to fit fuel octane.
 Under the chassis, the 1985 Corvette carried a reworked suspension (both standard and
optional Z51) to soften the ride without losing control.
 The Z5l handling package now included 9.5-inch wheels all around, along with DelcoBilstein gas-charged shock absorbers and a heavy-duty cooling system.
 New for the year were: Tuned Port Injection nameplate on fender molding and the second
was the straight tailpipes at the rear.
 Delco Bose Stereo System sold for $895
 To save weight, Corvettes used not only the fiberglass leaf springs front and rear, but
over 400 pounds of aluminum parts (including steering, suspension components and
frame members).
 Only 16 Corvettes are listed as having a CB radio, and only 82 were sold with an economy
rear axle ratio.

1985

The Year Was 1986…













Space Shuttle Challenger explodes after launch killing all seven Astronauts
Chernobyl, Soviet Union has major nuclear meltdown
The Academic Encyclopedia is available on CD-Rom
Nintendo video game is introduced in the US
The Voyager makes the first flight around the world without refueling
Halley’s Comet makes a return
Vaccine for Hepatitis B gains FDA approval
Median household income is $24,897 and Stamps now cost $.22
FOX network is created
Opera Winfrey debuts
New York Mets win World Series
Music: The One I Loved Back Then (the Corvette Song) by George Jones

In 1986…
 The Corvette Convertible cost $32,032 and 7,315 were made while the Coupe cost
$27,072 and 27,794 were produced
 The Corvette line added a convertible during the model year, the first since 1975.
 A computerized anti-lock braking system (ABS) was made standard.
 A small electrically-coded pellet was embedded in the ignition key, while a decoder was
hidden in the car.
 The Corvette was the only street-legal vehicle to pace the 500-mile race since the 1978
Corvette Indy Pace Car.
 Instead of a conversion by an outside company, as had become the practice for most
1980s ragtops, Corvette's roadster was built by Chevrolet right alongside the coupe.
 Leather Sports Seats cost $1025 and Malcolm Konner special paint option for coupe
would cost $500

1986

The Year Was 1987…












Oliver North testifies about the Iran/Contra Operations
US Supreme Court rules that Rotary Clubs must admit women
Baby Jessica “Jessica McClure” falls down the well
October 19th, Black Monday, stock market falls 22%
Condom commercials appear on TV
World population reaches 5 Billion
US Budget reaches Trillion $ mark
Prozac released for use in the US
First Trans-Atlantic hot air balloon flight
Deaths: William Casey, Andy Warhol, James Baldwin and James Houston
Movies: Fatal Attraction, Wall Street and Moonstruck

In 1987…
 In 1987 the Corvette Convertible cost $33,172 and 10,625 were made while the Coupe
cost $27,999 and 20,007 were produced
 Joining the option list was an electronic tire-pressure monitor that signaled a dashboard
light to warn of low pressure in any tire.
 Standard equipment included power steering; power four-wheel disc brakes (with antilocking); air conditioning; a theft-deterrent system; tinted glass; twin remote-control
mirrors; power windows; intermittent wipers; tilt/telescope steering column; and an
AM/FM seek/scan radio.
 A $19,995 Callaway Twin-Turbo engine package could be ordered through specific
Chevrolet dealers as B2K.
 Cars that received this package were sent from Bowling Green, Kentucky, to the Callaway
factory in Old Lyme, Connecticut, to receive engine modifications and other upgrades.
 A total of 184 Callaway Twin-Turbos were built (21 coupes and 63 convertibles).
 The 1987 Callaways had 345 hp and 465 lbs.-ft. of torque.
 Twin Remote Heated Mirrors listed for $35

1987

The Year Was 1988…











Pan Am 747 explodes and crashes in Lockerbie, Scotland, work of Terrorists
US Navy Ships shoot down an Iranian airliner in the Persian Gulf, mistaken for jet fighter
George Bush defeats Michael Dukakis
Federal debt reaches 2601.3 Billion and Stamps cost $.24
Greg Louganis wins two men’s diving events in the Olympics
NASA scientists James Hansen warns of Global Warming and Greenhouse Effect
CDs outsell vinyl records for the first time
Movies: Rain Man, Bull Durham, Mississippi Burning and A Fish Called Wanda
Ted Turner starts Turner Network Television
Deaths: Roy Orbison and Pete Maravich

In 1988…
 The Corvette Convertible cost $34,820 and 7,407 were built while the coupe cost $29,480
and 15,382 were built
 By 1988, Chevrolet produced approximately 900,000 Corvettes in the 35 years since
America's sports car bowed in 1953.
 A $25,895 Callaway Twin-Turbo engine package could be ordered through specific
Chevrolet dealers as RPO B2K.
 The 1988 Callaways had 382 hp and 562 lbs.-ft. of torque.
 Callaway modified a Chevrolet truck-type Turbo Hydra-Matic transmission as a $6,500
option for Callaways.
 Chevrolet built 56 Corvette race cars for use in the Sports Car Club of America's (SCCA)
Corvette Challenge racing series.
 These "street-legal" track cars all had stock engines specially built at the Flint, Michigan,
engine plant.
 The 35th Anniversary Edition Corvettes featured a custom two-tone paint scheme
consisting of a white body color, painted White wheels and Black roof bow with
transparent black roof panels.

1988

The Year Was 1989…












Berlin wall crumbles and the East is opened
US Troops invade Panama and capture Manuel Noriega
Tanker Exxon Valdez sends 11 million gallons of crude oil into Prince William Sound
San Francisco Bay earth quake of 7.1 magnitude kills 67
Technique of “Virtual Reality” is developed
First World Wide Web server and browser are developed
Chinese Students rally for Democracy in Tiananmen Square in Beijing
Median household income $28,906, Federal Debt $1143.17 Billion and Stamps $.25
Movies: Born on the Fourth of July, Field of Dreams and Driving Miss Daisy
Deaths: Lucile Ball, Bette Davis, Salvador Dali and Sugar Ray Robinson
Song of the year was: Don’t Worry, Be Happy by Bobby McFerrin

In 1989…
 The Corvette Convertible cost $36,785 and 9,749 were produced while the Coupe cost
$31,545 and 16,663 were produced
 Most of the Corvette publicity this year centered on the eagerly-awaited ZR-1 which was
claimed to be the world's fastest production automobile.
 Chevrolet built 84 ZR-1 type 1989 Corvettes for testing, but then said on April 19 that the
ZR-1's introduction would be delayed until 1990.
 Joining the option list was a new FX3 Delco-Bilstein Selective Ride Control system with a
switch to select the desired degree of shock absorber damping for touring, sport, or
competition driving.
 Only hatchbacks with a manual transmission and the Z51 Performance Handling package
could get the ride-control option.
 For the first time since 1975, a removable fiberglass hardtop became available for the
convertible, but not until late in the model year.
 Selective Electronic Ride and Handling would cost you $1,695

1989

The Year Was 1990…










South Africa frees Nelson Mandela
Iraqi troops invade Kuwait starting the Persian Gulf Way
US Supreme Court overturns law banning flag burning
The Simpsons debut on FOX and Seinfeld debuts on NBC
Milli Vanilli admits to lip synching
Hubble Space Telescope is launched
President Bush signs the “Clean Air Act”
Movies: Dances With Wolves, Good Fellas and Reversal of Fortune
Music: Friends in Low Places by Garth Brooks and Wind Beneath My Wings by Bette Midler

In 1990…
 The Corvette Convertible cost $37,264 and 7,630 were built and the Coupe cost $31,979
and16,016 were built
 Intended for production in limited quantity, with a price tag higher than any General
Motors product, $58,995, the ZR-1 became a collectible long before anyone ever saw one
"in the flesh."
 Under the ZR-1's hood was a Lotus-designed 32-valve, dual-overhead-cam, 350-cid (5.7liter) V-8, by Mercury Marine in Oklahoma.
 Standard ZR-1 equipment included an FX3 Selective Ride adjustable suspension, which
was also available on standard Corvettes with the six-speed manual gearbox. .
 New standard equipment included an engine oil cooler, 17-inch alloy wheels, and
improved ABS II-S anti-lock braking.
 For a limited time an RPO R9G option was offered through Chevrolet dealers for
competition-minded Corvette buyers who wanted to participate in the new World
Challenge racing series.
 In 1990, Corvette chief engineer Dave McLellan was the annual recipient of the Society of
Automotive Engineers' Edward N. Cole Award for automotive engineering innovation.
McLellan was specifically recognized for his work on the ZR-1 package.

1990

The Year Was 1991…











UN Forces victorious and Persian Gulf War ends
South Africa repeals Apartheid
Boris Yeltsin first freely elected President of Russian Republic
Professor Anita Hill accused Judge Clarence Thomas of sexual misconduct
Pee Wee Herman arrested for indecent exposure
The band Nirvana introduces “grunge rock”
Federal debt $3598.5 billion and Stamp cost you $.29
Seven members of Rebe McIntyre’s band killed in plane crash
Deaths: Dr Seuss, Frank Capra and Leo Durocher
Movies: The Silence of the Lambs, JFK and Thelma and Louise

In 1991…
 The Corvette ZR-1 cost $64,138 and 2,044 were produced, the Convertible cost $38,770
and 5,672 were built while the Coupe cost $32,455 and14,967 were built
 A new front end with wrap-around parking lamps was used on both models, along with
new side-panel louvers and wider body-color body side moldings.
 Although more alike the standard Corvette in a visual sense, the ZR-1 again had different
doors and a wider rear to accommodate its 11-inch wide rear wheels.
 Also the high-mounted stop lamp went on the roof of the ZR-1, instead of on the rear
fascia, as on the YY Corvette.
 All models were again equipped with ABS Il-S anti-lock braking and driver's side airbag as
well as an anti-theft system.
 The $33,000 Callaway Twin-Turbo engine package could again be ordered through specific
Chevrolet dealers as RPO B2K
 Callaway built its 500th conversion on September 26, 1991.

1991

The Year Was 1992…












US forces leave Philippines after nearly a century of presence
US lifts trade sanctions against China
President Bush pardons officials involved in the Iran Contra Affair
Bill Clinton elected President
NAFTA signed December 17th
Four officers acquitted in beating of Rodney King – violence erupts in LA
Federal debt $4002.1 billion and the stamp cost $.29
Johnny Carson host his last Tonight Show
Carl wins his 7th and 8th Olympic Gold medals and NBA All-Stars win gold in basketball
Deaths: Alex Haley, Anthony Perkins, Isaac Asimov and Lawrence Welk
Movies: Unforgiven, The Crying Game and The Player

In 1992…
 The ZR-1 cost $65,318 and 502 were produced, the Convertible cost $40,1453 and
5,875 were built while the Coupe cost $33,635 and 14,604 were built
 A new all-black dash treatment relocated digital speedometer and improved instrument
graphics were adopted.
 A Traction Control system became standard equipment along with new Goodyear GS-C
tires.
 The 1,000,000th Corvette was produced on July 2, 1992. The Corvette Convertible was
then posed for a factory publicity photograph alongside a first-year 1953 Corvette.
 On August 28, 1992, Chevrolet Motor Division announced that David McLellan would be
retiring as Corvette chief engineer. McLellan had taken over the Corvette program after
the retirement of Zora Arkus-Duntov in 1975.
 Chevy's assistant manager of public relations Tom Hoxie said in 1992, "During
McLellan's 18-year tenure he transformed the Corvette from an American muscle car
into an internationally-acclaimed, high-performance sports car that runs rings around a
host of more expensive European and Japanese models."

1992

The Year Was 1993…











Twenty two US Troops are killed in Somalia
“Don’t ask, don’t tell” policy adopted by US Military
Branch Dividians religious cult besieged by Federal Agents
Five are arrested for the bombing of the World Trade Center in New York
Ruth Bader Ginsburg appointed to US Supreme Court
Michael accused of sexual abuse of a child
River Phoenix dies of drug overdose
Deaths: Don Ameche, Frank Zappa, Arthur Ashe, Dizzy Gillespie and Audrey Hepburn
Movies: Schindler’s List, The Piano, Philadelphia and Six Degrees of Seperation
Song of the year was: Tears in Heaven by Eric Clapton

In 1993…
 The ZR1 cost $66,278 and 3448 were built, the Convertible cost $41,195 and 5,712 were
produced while the Coupe cost $34,595 and 15,898 were produced
 Corvette for 1993 marked its 40th Anniversary with a special appearance package,
$1,455, that included an exclusive "Ruby Red" exterior and interior with color-keyed
wheel centers, headrest embroidery and bright emblems on the hood, deck and side-gills.
 Improved air flow from cylinder head and valve train refinements boosted its rating from
375 hp to 405 hp!
 The 1993 Corvette also introduced GM's first Passive Keyless Entry system whereby
simply leaving or approaching the Corvette automatically unlocked or locked the
appropriate doors.
 The 1993 Corvette was also the first North American automobile to use recycled sheetmolded-compound body panels.
 White Leather Sport Seats listed for $1180
 Delco-Bose Stereo System with Compact Disc changer was $1219

1993

The Year Was 1994…












Serbs attack Sarajevo and Russia attacks Chechnya
Thousands dead in Rwanda massacre
Nelson Mandela elected President of South Africa
Irish Republic Army declares cease fire in Northern Ireland
Figure skater Nancy Kerrigan attached and three are arrested
OJ Simpson arrested for murder of Nichole Simpson and Ron Goldman
Major league players strike – NO WORLD SERIES
Federal debt $4643.7 billion
ER and Friends debuts on NBC
Movies: Forest Gump, Pulp Fiction, The Shawshank Redemption and Quiz Show
Deaths: Richard Nixon, Cab Calloway, John Candy, Burt Landcaster and Jacque K. Onassis

In 1994…
 The ZR1 cost $67,443 and 448 were built, the Convertible cost $42,960 and 5,320 were
produced while the Coupe cost $36,185 and 17,984 were produced
 A passenger-side airbag was added and all Corvettes now offered dual airbags.
 In addition, other interior changes included new carpeting, new door-trim panels, new
seats, a new steering wheel, a redesigned instrument panel and a restyled console.
 Other new equipment included an optional rear-axle ratio, revised spring rates, a
convertible backlight with heated glass and new exterior colors.
 The ZR-1 also received new non-directional wheels for 1994.
 Standard features included a removable body-color roof panel for hatchbacks or a
convertible top.
 All Corvette convertibles except those with Polo Green Metallic finish could be ordered
with one of three top colors: Beige, Black, or White cloth but the White convertible top
was not avail-able for Polo Green Metallic cars.
 Leather seats became standard upholstery.

1994

The Year Was 1995…













US Space Shuttle docks with Russian Space Station Mir
Nerve gas attack in Tokyo subway kills 8
War escalates in Croatia and Bosnia
Criminal trial of OJ Simpson begins, found not guilty
Oklahoma Federal Building bombed by terrorist Timothy McVeigh
Million Man March draws hundreds of thousands to Washington, DC
Federal debt is $4921.0 billion
Stamps now cost $.32
Rock and Roll Hall of Fame opens in Cleveland, Ohio
Grateful Dead’s Jerry Garcia dies
Movies: Babe, Braveheart, Leaving Las Vegas, The Usual Suspects and Dead Man Walking
Deaths: Howard Cosell, Rose Kennedy, Mickey Mantle and Ginger Rogers

In 1995…
 The ZR1 cost $68,043 and 448 were built, the Convertible cost $43,665 and 4,971 were
produced while the Coupe cost $36,785 and 15,771 were produced
 1995 was the final appearance of the ZR-1 performance coupe after several years of
availability
 For the third time in its existence (also 1978 and 1986), Corvette was selected as the
official pace car for the Indianapolis 500.
 The 1995 Dark Purple Metallic over Arctic White Corvette was driven by 1960 Indy 500
winner Jim Rathmann.
 Chevy built a total of 527 cars equipped with the RPO Z4Z Indy 500 Pace Car Replica
package that sold for $2,816 over the price of a standard LT1-powered Corvette
convertible.
 Changes on the Corvette included the addition of heavy-duty brakes with larger front
rotors as standard equipment, along with new low-rate springs (except ZR-1)
 DeCarbon gas-charged shock absorbers were used for improved ride quality.

1995

The Year Was 1996…












Militant Taliban seizes Afghan Capitol, Kabul and the Chechnya Peace Treaty signed
Britain alarmed by outbreak of “Mad Cow Disease”
FBI arrest the Uni-Bomber
President Clinton appoints Madeline Albright first female Secretary of State
President Clinton deregulates telecommunications
Median household income is $35,492
Rapper Tupac Shakur killed in a drive by shooting
Approximately 45 million people are using the internet
Cloned sheep named Dolly is born
Movies: The English Patient, Fargo, Slingblade, Jerry Maguire and Shine
Deaths: Ella Fitzgerald, Spiro Agnew, George Burns, Gene Kelly and Carl Sagan

In 1996…
 The Corvette Convertible cost $45,060 and 4,369 were produced while the Coupe cost
$37,225 and 17,167 were built
 The Grand Sport evoked memories of its 1962-63 racing predecessors, sporting Admiral
Blue Metallic Paint, a white stripe, red "hash" marks on the left front fender and black
five-spoke aluminum wheels.
 Powering the Grand Sport and optional in all other Corvettes was a 330-hp 5.7-liter LT4
V-8 featuring a specially-prepared crankshaft, steel camshaft, and water pump gears
driven by a roller chain.
 The LT4 was available only with the six-speed manual transmission.
 The 1996 Collector Edition Corvette featured exclusive Sebring Silver paint, Collector
Edition emblems, silver five-spoke aluminum wheels and a 5.7-liter LT1 V-8 fitted with a
four-speed automatic
 1000 Grand Sports were sold for an extra $2888 for Convertible or $3250 for the Coupe
 5412 Collector Editions were sold for an extra $1250

1996

The Year Was 1997…










Hong Kong returned to Chinese rule
Khmer Rouge holds trial or Pol Pot
OJ Simpson found liable in civil suit
Heaven’s Gate cult members commit mass suicide
Tim McVeigh sentenced to death for Federal bombing in Oklahoma City
Comet Hale-Bopp passes only to return again in 4397
Titanic debuts as the most expensive movie of all time $250-300 Million
Movies: As Good As it Gets, The Full Monty and Good Will Hunting
Deaths: Jacques Cousteau, John Denver, Princess Diana, Mother Theresa and James
Stewart

In 1997…
 The Corvette Coupe cost $37,495 and 9,092 were produced
 The "fifth-generation" Corvette was offered only as a coupe in its debut year.
 Among the equipment featured for the C5 was a new, more compact 5.7-liter LS1 V-8
that produced 350 hp and 345 lbs.-ft. of torque.
 A rear-mounted transaxle opened up more interior space and helped maintain a near
50/50 front-to-rear weight distribution.
 An Electronic Throttle Control system allowed engineers a limitless range of throttle
progression.
 The rails consisted of a single piece of tubular steel, replacing the 14 parts used
previously.
 The cockpit of the all-new Corvette featured a twin-pod design reminiscent of the original
1953 Corvette.
 The instrument panel contained traditional backlit analog gauges and a digital Driver
Information Center that comprised a display of 12 individual readouts in four languages.
 The C5 Corvette could do five second 0-to-60-mph runs and cover the quarter mile in
13.28 seconds at 107.6 mph according to Vette magazine

1997

The Year Was 1998…












Euro becomes standard currency in Europe
India conducts 3 atomic test and Pakistan responds with 5 nuclear test of their own
Iraq ends cooperation with UN Arms Inspectors, President Clinton orders air strikes
UN Embassies bombed in Kenya and Tanzania
US Cruise hit bases in Sudan and Afghanistan
President outlines first balanced budget in three decades
Bill Clinton accused of affair with Monica Lewinsky – House moves to impeach him
Federal debt is $5750.4 billion
FDA approves Viagra
Seventy Seven year old John Glenn orbits earth is Space Shuttle
Deaths: Gene Autry, Sonny Bono, Florence Griffith Joyner and Frank Sinatra

In 1998…
 The Corvette Convertible cost $44,425 and 11,849 were produced while the Coupe cost
$37,495 and 19,235 were produced
 The convertible's glass rear window was heated and the top had an "express-down"
feature that released the tonneau cover and automatically lowered the windows part way
at the touch of a button.
 New-for-1998 was a magnesium wheel option featuring lightweight wheels with a unique
bronze tone.
 Standard features included stainless steel exhaust system; Extended Mobility Tires
capable of running for 200 miles with no air pressure; dual heated electric remote
breakaway outside rearview mirrors; daytime running lamps; and five-mph front and rear
bumpers.
 For the fourth time (1978, 1986, 1995, 1998), a Corvette was selected to pace the
Indianapolis 500 with Indy 500 veteran Parnelli Jones driving the purple and yellow pace
car.

1998

The Year Was 1999…













War erupts in Kosovo
7.1 magnitude earthquake kills 15,000 in Turkey
Fears of Y2K bug dominate, with theories of Armageddon
Two students open fire at Columbine High School killing 12 students and 1 teacher
JFK Junior with his wife and sister are lost at sea off of the Massachusetts
Federal debt is $5978.5 billion and Stamps now cost $.33
George Clooney leaves roll of Doug Ross on ER
The Blair Witch Project becomes a cult classic
Rev. Jerry Falwell declares TelleTubbie Tinky Winky is “Gay”
Approximately 150 million people use the internet
Movies: American Beauty, Three Kings and Sixth Sense
Deaths: Joe DiMaggio, Stanly Kubrick and George C. Scott

In 1999…
 The Corvette Convertible cost $45,579 and 11,161 were produced while the Coupe cost
$39,171 and 18,078 were built
 New optional features for 1999 Corvette coupe and convertible models included a HeadsUp Display (HUD) system which projected key instrumentation readouts onto the
windshield to allow drivers to view vehicle vitals without taking their eyes oft the road;
Twilight Sentinel, with delayed shutoff of headlamps, allowed for exterior illumination
after the ignition was turned off; and they also featured a power telescoping steering
column that allowed drivers to more accurately tailor the position of the steering wheel to
their specific needs.
 The fixed-roof Corvette was the first offered since the legendary second-generation Sting
Rays of 1963-1967.
 Memory package to recall settings for, outside rearview mirrors, radio, power seats,
heating/ventilation and air-conditioning controls listed for $150
 National Corvette Museum delivery option went for $490

1999

The Year Was 2000…













Seventeen crew members of the USS Cole die in terrorists attack on ship
Cuban boy Elian Gonzalez reunited with his father in Cuba
“Hanging Chads” seal Bush victory in close race with Al Gore
American Online buys Time Warner for $165 billion
The creator of 18,250 Peanuts Comic Strips, Charles Schulz dies
Opera Winfrey bebuts “O” magazine
Madonna and Guy Ritchie marry
Richard Hatch wins first Survivor! Show
The NEAR Spacecraft becomes first to orbit an asteroid
“I Love You” virus disrupts computers worldwide
Movies: Chocolat, Crouching Tiger Hidden Dragon, Erin Brockovich and Gladiator
Deaths: Steve Allen, Victor Borge, Alec Guinness, Hedie Lamarr and Walter Matthau

In 2000…
 The Corvette Convertible cost $45,900 and 13,479 while the Coupe cost $39,475 and
18,113 were produced
 "Still eliciting the passion of bargain-minded speed fiends, the Chevrolet Corvette delivers
power, handling and style at a relatively reasonable price," said Motor Trend in its October
1999 "Complete Buyer's Guide 2000 & 2001 New Cars" issue.
 The Goodyear Eagle Fl tires and an upgraded version of the Z51 Performance Handling
suspension package were offered with this model.
 A coupe and a convertible remained available.
 A new five-spoke aluminum wheel design with an optional high-polish version was made
available.
 A total of 3,578 of them left the factory with optional Millennium Yellow paint in honor of
the Y2K year.
 Heads-Up Display listed $375

2000

The Year Was 2001…












World Trade Center destroyed by terrorists on Sept 11
US and British Forces launch bombing campaign on Taliban and AlQueda
Anthrax scare sweeps the nation – all powdery substances are suspect
George W. Bush is sworn in as President
Dale Earnhardt is killed at the end of the Daytona 500
FBI agent Robert Hanssen charged with spying for Russia
Artificial heart inserted in a man in Louisville, Kentucky
Stem cell reach causes major conflict
Song: Riding with Private Malone by David Ball is a hit
Movies: Harry Potter #1, Pearl Harbor, Ali, A Beautiful Mind, Shrek and Oceans Eleven
Deaths: Chet Atkins, George Harrison, Jack Lemon, Carroll O’Connor & Anthony Quinn

In 2001…
 The Z0-6 cost $47,855, the Convertible cost $46,605 and the Coupe cost $40,080
 The Corvette Z06 included a 350-cid 385-hp Chevrolet LS6 V-8 and a unique six-speed
manual transmission with overdrive.
 This transmission featured more aggressive gearing for quicker acceleration and more
usable torque at various speeds.
 A built-in temperature-sensing unit was designed to alert the driver when transmission oil
temperature got too high.
 The Goodyear tires on the Z06 were made especially for it and were an inch wider than
standard tires front and rear, but 23 pounds lighter.
 The Z06 also featured a windshield and backlight made of thinner glass (because it did
not feature the heavier glass used in the HUD system) and a titanium exhaust system to
reduce its weight by nearly 40 pounds.
 Motor Trend test driver tested a Z06 and reported, "I did things in the Corvette I wouldn't
consider in the Cobra R, things that would result in an off-track excursion and maybe a
big crash in the Dodge RT/10:"

2001

The Year Was 2002…










US and Afghan Troops launch attacks against AlQaeda and Taliban fighters
UN Security calls for Iraq to disarm
UN arms inspectors return to Iraq
Ken Lay chairman of Enron bankrupts the company and resigns
Pennsylvania miners rescued after 77 hours in mine shaft
Washington, DC preyed upon by two snipers
Federal debt is $6228 billion and a stamp cost $.37
Eminem, rapper, releases movie 8 Mile
Movies: Harry Potter #2, Lord of the Ring – Two Towers, My Big Fat Greek Wedding,
About Schmidt, Chicago and Ganges of New York
 Deaths: Steven Ambrose, Milton Berle, Rosemary Clooney, John Gotti, Ann Landers,
Johnny Unitas and Ted Williams

In 2002…
 The Z06 cost $49,505, the Convertible cost $47,330 while the Coupe cost $40,805
 Durability was an important part of the Z06 design. Testing included 250 miles of
autocross, 24 hours on the racetrack, and driving flat out at 275 kph for a full tank of fuel.
Dave Hill says about the 24 hour track test, "It's one test that is severe enough to give
Corvette the robustness our owners expect."
 GM expects about 20% of the estimated 35,000 Corvettes to be built for the 2002 model
year will be Z06 models.
 The Z06 Corvette was designed for serious performance enthusiasts
 2002 Corvette Z06 did the zero to 60 mph in 3.9 seconds
 It did the quarter mile in 12.4 seconds

2002

The Year Was 2003…









US and Britain launch war against Iraq
Bagdad falls to US troops April 9 – US Officials declare end to Iraq May 1, 1003
Saddam Hussein captured by American troops Dec 13
Libya accepts blame for 1998 bombing of flight over Lockerbie, Scotland
Space shuttle Columbia explodes upon re-entry killing all seven astronauts
Arnold Schwarzenegger become Governor of California
Lance Armstrong wins 5th Tour de France
Movies: Pirates of the Caribbean, Lord of the Ring – Return of the King, Finding Nemo,
Cold Mountain, Seabiscuit and Mystic River
 Deaths: Johnny Cash, Katherine Hepburn, Gregory Hines, Bob Hope, Gregory Peck, John
Ritter and Strom Thurmond

In 2003…
 The Corvette Z06 cost $51,155.00, Convertible cost $50,370.00 while the Coupe cost
$43,895.00
 The 2003 Corvette heralds the 50th anniversary with a special edition in Anniversary Red
with Shale interior and a new, high-tech magnetic suspension option for all models but
the Z06, which continues essentially unchanged from the 2002 model year.
 50th Anniversary Edition would cost an extra $5000
 In addition to Anniversary Red, Medium Spiral Gray Metallic was a new color in 2003.
 The Magnetic Ride Option offered in 2003 uses a magnetic fluid which adjusts shock
damping 1,000 times per second, roughly equivalent to reacting to each inch of road
surface at 60 mph.
 Front License Plate Frame would cost you $15
 Magnesium Wheels list for $1500

2003

The Year is 2004…












Chechen terrorist take 1200 students hostage in Beslan, Russia
Enormous tsunami devastates Asia
US Media release photos of Abu Ghraib Prison
Senate Committee discovers that intelligence on Iraq’s WMD was flawed
Florida hit by hurricanes Bonnie and Charley
George Bush reelected as President
Google goes public and founders become instant millionaires
Apple’s iTunes sells its 200th million song
Martha Stewart goes to prison
Movies: The Aviator, Friday Night Lights, Sideways and Million Dollar Baby
Deaths: Marlon Brando, Ray Charles, Alistair Cooke, Julia Child, Ronald Regan, Tony
Randall and Christopher Reeve

In 2004…
 The Corvette Z06 cost $52,385.00, Convertible cost $51,535.00 while the Coupe cost
$44,535.00
 A special Commemorative Edition, recognizing the Le Mans successes, was available for
2004. It consisted of LeMans blue paint with silver / red center striping, Commemorative
badges on the front bumper and rear deck (above), a shale interior with seat embroidery,
an emblem on the interior waterfall area of the convertibles and a shale convertible top.
The Z06 Commemorative Edition came with polished aluminum wheels.
 Commemorative Edition Package listed for $2000 to 2600.
 Dual Removable Roof Panels (coupe) cost $1400
 For the sixth time a Corvette was chosen to pace the Indy 500, with actor Morgan
Freeman assigned the driving honors.

2004

The Year Was 2005…











Pope John Paul II dies and Benedict XVI becomes next Pope
London hit by Islamic terrorist bombs
Saddam Hussein on trial for killing Iraqis
Terry Shiavo “right to die” case is focus of battle in Congress
Hurricane Katrina New Orleans and the Gulf Coast
Chief Justice William Rehnquist dies and John Roberts becomes Chief Justice
300th million song is purchased on iTunes
Debt on intelligent design vs evolution occurs across the US
Peter Jennings of ABC World News Tonight dies
Movies: Brokeback Mountain, Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, Harry Potter #3, Walk
the Line and Star Wars – Revenge of the Sith
 Deaths: Ann Bancroft, Jonny Carson, Arthur Miller, Rosa Parks, Richard Pryor and William
Westmoreland

In 2005…
 10,677 Corvette Convertibles were built and 26,728 Coups were built
 A major styling change for the C6 Corvette is non-pop up headlights... not seen on a
Corvette since 1962.
 The base engine for the 2005 Corvette was the 400 HP LS2, only 5 HP less than the LS6
engine of the previous year's high performance Z06 model.
 2005 was the first year for keyless access and start.
 One objection to the C5 was that it was too large, so the C6 measured 5.1 inches shorter
although the wheelbase was 1.2 inches longer. The C6 was also narrower by an inch.
Weight was virtually the same for both cars at 3,246 lbs for the C5 and 3,245 for the C6.
Build quality, which along with fit and finish had been improving as the Corvette matured,
took a giant leap forward with the C6

2005

The Year Was 2006…













Muslim world erupts when Danish cartoonist publish cartoons illustrating Mohammad
Saddam Hussein convicted and hanged
Dick Chaney accidently shoots “friend” with 200 pellets while hunting
Fidel Castro hand the keys to Cuba to brother Raul
Pluto looses status as planet – becomes a dwarf
Bill Gates steps down from day to day operations
Google buys YouTube and viewers watch 100 million videos per day
Donald Rumsfeld resigns as Defense Secretary
Number of deaths in Iraq top 3000
Senate defeats “ban” on same sex marriage
Movies: Borat, Cars, The Devil Wears Prada and Mission Impossible III
Deaths: James Brown, Gerald Ford, Steve Irwin, Maureen Stapleton, & Casper Weinberger

In 2006…
 The Corvette Z06 cost $65,800 and 6272 were produced, the Convertible cost $52,335
and 11,151 were produced while the Coupe cost $44,600 and 16,598 were produced
 A six-speed paddle shift automatic transmission was introduced as an option
 2006 saw the re-introduction of high performance Z06 model, weighing only 3132 pounds
with a 427 cubic inch dry sump engine producing 505 HP.
 The 2006 Z06 motor could honestly be described as a race car engine that was street
legal. The specification sheet had a lot in common with what was found in the C5-R racing
engine that won the GTS class at Le Mans and the 24 hours of Daytona overall. On the list
was titanium connecting rods, CNC ported heads with titanium intake valves and sodium
filled exhaust valves, an 11.0:1 compression ratio and cast aluminum flat top pistons.
 The automatic, which as a four speed was a no-cost buyer’s option for 2005, became cost
an extra $1,250.00 in 2006. Oddly enough, a five speed transmission - automatic or
manual - was never available in a Corvette.

2006

The Year Was 2007…













I 35W Bridge over Mississippi River collapses in Minneapolis, MN
Greenburg, Kansas destroyed by deadly tornado
Largest and deadliest fire in US history rages in Southern California
Student at Virginia Tech kills 30 students
Apple introduces iPhone and iTouch with Wi-Fi and touch screen
Nintendo WII is introduced
Fischer Price recalls 1,000,000 toys from China because of lead in the paint
Report states that “anabolic steroid use” is wide spread in baseball
Daimler Chrysler sell Chrysler to a private equity fund
Final Harry Potter book is published
Movies: Spiderman III, Bourne Ultimatum, Oceans 13 and Shrek III
Deaths: Ernest Gallo, Leona Helmsley, Don Ho, Marcel Marceau, Lucian Pavarotti and
Anna Nicole Smith

In 2007…
 The Corvette Z06 cost $70,000 and 8159 were built, the Convertible cost $52,910 and
10,918 were produced while the Coupe cost $44,995 and 21,484 were produced
 Atomic Orange Metallic replaces Daytona Sunset Orange Metallic
 Velocity Yellow, Monterey Red and Atomic Orange exterior paint each cost an extra $750
 Two-tone perforated leather seating surfaces with crossed flag embroidery and
contrasting stitching available in Red, Cashmere or Titanium.
 Steering wheel-mounted audio controls are included with Bose premium audio systems.
 OnStar is available on the Z06.
 Improvements in air bag technology resulted in a larger glove compartment space.
 Cross-drilled brakes included with Magnetic Selective Ride Control option; price was $300.

2007

The Year Was 2008…













Markets plunge around the World – Federal Reserve slashes interest rates
Increased oil prices cause problems – oil speculation
Citi Group and others report loss of 9.83 Billion because of Subprime Mortgages
GM loses 38.7 billion
Estimates of cost of “War” in Iraq estimated at 3 Trillion
President Bush signs 700 billion bailout rescue package
Barack Obama defeats John McCain to become President
Sony’s BluRay now 70% of new Hi-Def market
Apple debuts ultra thin MacBook Air
Microsoft attempts to buy Yahoo for $44.6 billion
Daytona 500’s 50th Anniversary won by Ryan Newman
Movies: Slum Dog Millionaire, Kung Fu Panda, Gran Torino, Mama Mia, Wall E, Indiana
Jones and Benjamin Button

In 2008…
 Corvette Z06 cost $65,800 and 7731 were produced, the Convertible cost $45,995 and
7549 were produced and the Coupe cost $52,335 and 20,030 were produced
 Engine displacement was increased to 6.2 liters (376 cubic inches) via a bore increase.
Output was upped to 430 hp (424 lb.-ft. torque) Credit for the increase went to revised a
camshaft / valvetrain, a high flow intake and the use of the Z06's fuel injectors. A new for
'08 dual mode exhaust (RPO NPP; $1195) which bypasses the muffler for a very
aggressive sound. A similar system has been used on the Z06; the difference being that
the Z06 used 3 inch pipes and the LS3 uses 2.5 inch pipes.
 The manual transmission shifter, which already worked amazingly well, was refined via
shorter shifts. Upgrades in the automatic transmission resulted in quicker shifting. Two
colors, Jetstream Blue Metallic Tintcoat and Crystal Red Metallic Tintcoat were added and
the Le Mans Blue Metallic and Monterey Red Metallic Tintcoat were discontinued.

2008

The Year Was 2009…












Captain “Sully” Sullenberger lands plane in Hudson River and all survive
Salmonella outbreak linked to peanut butter
Hillary Rodham Clinton sworn as Secretary of State
“Octo-Mom” Nayda Suleman has six boys and two girls
President Obama announces plan to withdraw troops from Iraq by August 2010
California upholds ban on same sex marriage while Iowa, New Hampshire, Maine and
Vermont ruled to allow same sex marriage
Somali pirates capture American ship and take Captain hostage – Navy Seals kill three
pirates and rescue Captain
David Souter steps down as Supreme Court Justice and Sonia Sotomayor is nominated
Alaska Governor Sarah Palin resigns
Movies: Taken, X-Men, The Taking of Pelham 123, Julie and Julia & The Ugly Truth
Deaths: Michael Jackson, Walter Cronkite, Farrah Fawcett, Paul Harvey, Ed McMahon, Jett
Travolta, John Updike, Natasha Richardson and Bea Arthur

In 2009…
 The Z06 remained mostly unchanged for 2009. Improvements included a larger capacity
oil sump and 10 spoke "Spider" wheels (right)
 The anticipation in the late 1980s for a super performance Corvette, (eventually known as
the ZR-1) was repeated in 2007 - with the big difference being the Internet to really fan
the flames of interest. The hype included names, such as SS, Blue Devil, Sting Ray, Z07
and ZR-2. The SS was short for "Super Sport" and a tribute to past high performance
Chevrolet models. Corvette lore however had SS as short for "Snake Slayer", implying
superiority over the Dodge Viper, the Corvette's main competition. "Blue Devil" was a
reference to the sports teams of Duke University, which was GM CEO Rick Wagoner's
Alma Mater. Sting Ray was last used on early C3 Vettes, Z07 implied a better Z06 and
ZR-2 was a nod to the LT-5 engined 1990 thru 1995 ZR-1s.

2009

