NCCC PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE FOR NOVEMBER 2017
November has always been one of my favorite months due to the Thanksgiving holiday.
Thanksgiving gives us time to stop and reflect on everything we have in our life. There
will always be struggles, hardships, times of sorrow, sadness, and all the things life gives
to us. Life is not easy. I have heard said many times that “It is not what you are dealt in
life, but how you deal with it”. Great words to live by, but not always easy to follow.
Thanksgiving Thursday gives us a chance to review and look at ourselves and our life
and be thankful for what we do have: the good times, successes, happiness, joys, friends,
family and all that we have in life. Life is good. Definitely this is better than the
alternative.
I was up late one night on the NCCC website looking at old issues of Blue Bars. The
first issue of Blue Bars was in 1962. I found some interesting messages from some of the
officers over 55 years ago. I want to thank Joan Thomas for taking the time, a lot of time,
to scan all the old issues of BB’s so there is a history of them for everyone to review. The
past is good to keep tabs on how, why and when NCCC began and how it has remained
stable all the way to November 2017. The folks who started NCCC had a goal and a
direction and it is still here today. I want to share parts of two issues. The first item is
from page 3 Volume one, Issue 1, the first issue. I am not sure who wrote this. I assume it
was President Richard Wolf:
“WE ARE A COUNCIL ---- NOT A GORVERNING BODY”
“First, the purpose of the Council shall be to further the ideas and purposes of Corvette
owner-member and their individual club. While this loosely defines a pretty broad ground
of endeavor, it serves to underline the fact that only through united Council activity can
individual Corvette clubs achieve greater success. A council means that each member
club shares in the Council activity and responsibility.”
The next statements are from page 11 & 12, Volume 2, Issue 1, 1963 written by James
Phillips:
“Why should I join the National Council? What’s in it for me?” Not a bad question. It’s
one, in fact, that we hear quite frequently, and one that deserves a straight forward
truthful answer. The answer, in plain terms, is NOTHING. The answer is loud and clear.
Because you want to have more fun with your Corvette, owners-the list could go on and
on. It’s really limited only by your imagination.”
“The Council is yours. You run it. It is not a governing body—only a planning and
coordinating body. It depends upon its member clubs for support, direction, and growth.
The mainstay of every member Council club is each individual member. In short, YOU.”
Fast forward 55 years to November 2017 >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
In 1963 it costs $.04 cents to mail out each issue of Blue Bars. Today it costs about
$1.00. In 1963 a gallon of gasoline was around $.26 cents. Today a gallon is $2.00 or

more. How THAT has changed! But the message from 55 years ago is still the same in
2017. We are all members of NCCC. How have YOU been involved in growing NCCC?
What have you done for your club other than just being a member? I guess what I am
trying to say is as 2018 is around the corner, get involved in doing something to support
your club which in turn supports NCCC. I have learned that if a person puts nothing in,
don’t expect to get anything out.
As 2018 membership renewals finish up this month, be thankful for all we have. I have
said it before; “over 290 million people do not own a Corvette.” We are the lucky ones!
If you belonged to a club golf course, would you never play golf there? As a member of
NCCC in 2018, get involved somehow. You won’t regret it and you may even find out
you enjoy NCCC a whole lot more.
As 2017 is coming to an end, my good friend Howard Curtis has a saying I really like:
Don’t let your memories be bigger than your dreams”. Be a NCCC “DREAMER” in
2018 and make memories!
Until next month, take care, be safe, enjoy every minute, and be “THANKFUL” every
day. It’s a good way to live.
Happy Thanksgiving and God bless you all,
Dave Heinemann
President NCCC

